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hero. We cannot wonder that the Corsican is a Bonapartist. In the little mountain village of Tolla it was my good fortune to make friends with Jean Baptiste Marti, a gendarme in the Gendartntne-b-pied under the Second Empire. He was a tali old man, with a complexion of the freshest pink, an aquiline nose, and light blue gleaming eyes, and, like all Corsicans, he was full of movement and gesture. His life had been spent under arms, and he showed a gunshot wound on his right leg, which still gave him trouble in rainy weather For many years he had served in Algeria, and then, like many another Corsican, was enrolled in the Emperor's bodyguard. Often and often had he seen Napoleon III chatting with his officers in the banack, or had stood on duty in the Tuileries admiring the brilliant uniforms of the men and the gay dresses of the women during an Imperial functioa He could tell of all the Marshals of the Empire, of the defence of Paris against the Prussians (during which he received his wound), of the outbreak of the Commune, and the victories of the Versailles. He had seen M. Thiers direct a gun from Mont Valerien, had taken part with his fellow Corsicans in a desperate charge up the hills of Meudon, and had done his share of street fighting against the Communards. Of all these incidents and experiences he would speak with simple and flowing eloquence, and with a touching devotion to the cause of the Corsican dynasty. And many a grey stone village .in these wild htlls may show such a man as he
Among the early friends of the great Napoleon was a certain Nunzio Costa di Bastekca, a lieutenant in that second battalion of Corsican volunteers, of which Bonaparte was elected Lieutenant-Colonel in 1791. 'The brave Costa' helped the mother and sisters of Napoleon to escape to the sea on the starless night of May 30,1793, and earned the eternal gratitude* of the young artilleryman Gratitude on the one side was matched by devotion on the other, and Costa left descendants as loyal as himself The author of the' Ajaccienne', which is the National Anthem of Corsica, is a Costa di Bastelica, and when the band stakes up